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Description 
Think-alouds provide an opportunity to share with students your use of 
comprehension processes or strategies as you gather meaning from and use 
written text. In nonfiction Think-alouds, this may include how you determine the 
main idea or the author’s purpose, use the author’s organization of text, access 
and use prior knowledge, and how reading often creates new questions for us to 
answer. Essentially, you are modeling for students how you gather meaning from 
text, explicitly telling/modeling for students the comprehension process or strategy 
you are using to understand the author’s message. This also includes how you 
think about or approach the task of gathering meaning using that strategy. One of 
the major instructional purposes for using nonfiction Think-alouds is to model the 
use of reading comprehension processes and strategies for students; however, our 
long-range goal is to have students use these processes and strategies 
themselves. In order to do this, they need many practice opportunities doing their 
own Think-alouds across a wide range of text. 

Emily Calhoun, Revised 2001. 

Rationale 
• Models the complex task of comprehending text 

• Helps students think more metacognitively about their reading comprehension 
processes 

• Makes the strategies used for processing text visible and accessible to students 

• Allows teachers to assess students’ reading comprehension skills 

Emily Calhoun, The Phoenix Alliance. 

Instructional Moves 
1. Introduction 

Announce the reading comprehension process or strategy you will model and 
its purpose. 

2. Read passage** 

Text may be as short as a title and first line or as long as several paragraphs. 

3. Set up demonstration 

Describe again the process or strategy you will be modeling. 

4. Demonstrate using the reading comprehension process or strategy** 

5. Review why the process or strategy is useful 
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6. Conduct a student application activity that leads to a Think-aloud 

** Identifies the essential attributes of a Think-aloud. 

References 
Bereiter, C. & Bird, M. (1985). Use of thinking aloud in identification and teaching 

of reading comprehension strategies. Cognition and Instruction. 2, 2: 131–
156. 

Cochran-Smith, M. (1988). Mediating: An important role for the reading teacher. 
In C. Hedley & J. Hicks (Eds.), Reading and the Special Learner (pp. 109–
139). Norwood, NJ: Ablex. 

Cooper, J.D. (1993). Literacy: Helping children construct meaning (2nd Ed.). 
Boston: Houghton Mifflin. 

Dole, J.A., Duffy, G.G., Roehler, L.R., & Pearson, P.D. (1991). Moving from the old 
to the new: Research on reading comprehension instruction. Review of 
Educational Research. 61(2), 239–264. 

Duffy, G.G., Roehler, L.R., & Herman, B. (1988, April). Modeling mental processes 
helps poor readers become strategic readers. The Reading Teacher. 41: 762–
767. 

Duthie, C. (1994, December). Nonfiction: A genre study for the primary 
classroom. Language Arts. 71. 

Fielding, L.G. & Pearson, P.D. (1994). Reading comprehension: What works. 
Educational Leadership. 51 (5): 62–68. 

Graves, M. & Graves, B. (1994). Scaffolding reading experiences: Designs for 
student success. Norwood, MA: Christopher Gordon. 

Hiebert, E.H., Pearson, P.D., Taylor, B.M., Richardson, V., & Paris, S. (1998). 
Every child a reader. CIERA. 

Heller, M.F. (1991). Reading writing connections: From theory to practice. New 
York: Longman. 

Learning First Alliance. (1998). Every child reading. American Educator. 
Spring/Summer: 52–63. 

Moss. B., Leone, S., & Dipillo, M.L. (1997). Exploring the literature of fact: Linking 
reading and writing through information tradebooks. Language Arts. 72(2), 
122–125. 

National Research Council. (1998). Preventing reading difficulties in young 
children. Washington, DC: National Academy Press. 

Pearson, P.D. and Fielding, L.G. (1996). Comprehension instruction. In R. Barr, 
M.L. Kamil, P. Mosenthal, & P.D. Pearson (Eds.), Handbook of reading 
research: Volume II. (815–860) Mahwah, NJ: Lawrence Erlbaum. 

 


	Description, Rationale,  Instructional Moves, and References for the Nonfiction Think-aloud
	Description 
	Rationale 
	Instructional Moves 
	References 


